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nation, a question not to be evaded with careful euphemisms
or soothing self-deception.
There can no longer be any hesitation about the answer that
must be given. And to anyone who looks beyond the present
moment, in concern for the nation's destiny, the answer can
only bring desperate anxiety. The phrase "despairing patriots"
was used at an early date in connexion with the revolutionary
degeneration of the national awakening. It was in his speech
at Marburg that one of them, no less a man than the former
Vice-Chancellor, Franz von Papen, pointed to the deep rift
in the German movement for national renewal, and it was his
private secretary, the unforgettable Edgar J. Jung, one of the
victims of June soth, 1934, who revealed the abyss toward
which the nation was being irresistibly driven. No one will
be able to claim that the national criticism which had broken
out in full force in 1933-34 cannot justifiably be revived because
it was violently suppressed.
Those of us who played a responsible part in what is still
busily celebrated as the "rebirth of the nation" are in duty
bound to protest against the most tremendous betrayal that
perhaps was ever committed in all history. I am entitled to
make this denunciation of the revolutionary development in
the Reich in the name of a growing number of those who shared
my conviction of the nation's need for a fundamental change
of policy. For the very reason that we acknowledge the eternal
values of the nation and of a political order rooted in the
nation, we are bound to turn against this revolution, whose
subversive course involves the utter destruction of all traditional
spiritual standards, utter nihilism. These values are the product
of the intellectual and historical unity of Western civilization,
of historic intellectual and moral forces. Without these,
Nationalism is not a conservative principle, but the imple-
ment of a destructive revolution; and similarly Socialism
ceases to be a regulative idea of justice and equity when it